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families of Chosroes and of Tobba.   When we separated, the long lime which I passed with
Malik seemed to me as short as a single night.

As the reader of this book may desire some information respecting Jadima and
his two boon companions, I shall speak of them here, Jadima, for so his name must
be pronounced, belonged to the family of al-Azd, and bore the surnom of Abu
Malik. He was the son of Malik, the son of Fahm, the son of Daus, the son of
al-Azd. llira and the neighbouring country acknowledged his authority. People
called him the speckled [al-Abrach] or the spotted with white [al-Wadddh], because he
was a leper. The Arabs abstained from giving him the surname of the leper, through
fear of offending him, and therefore designated him by one or the other of the former
terms* He was one of the provincial kings, and lived about thirty years after
Jesus (12), So great was his pride that he would have no other boon companions
than the two stars called al~Farkaddn(i$). His sister had a son named Amr, the son of
Adi the Lakhmide, who was the son of Nasr, the son of Rabia, the son of al-Harith,
the son of Malik, the son of Adi, surnamed Amam, because he was the first who
wore a turban (imdma), the son of Numara, the son of Lakhra, The rest of the
genealogy is well known (14). The name of Jadima's sister was Rikash. Her
son, for whom Jadima had a great affection, was spirited away by the genii, and
his uncle searched for him a long time without finding him. There were two
brothers of the tribe of al-Kain, one of whom was named M&lik and the other AMI.
Their father's name was F&rih, the son of M&lik, the son of Kaab, the son of aMLain,
whose true name was an-Nom&n, the son of Jasr, the son of Shai Allah. These two
found Arar in the desert, with his hair dishevelled, his nails grown to a great length
and his appearance miserable. They knew him and brought him to his uncle, after
arranging his hair and attiring him decently* Jadima was so overjoyed at seeing him
that he told them to ask whatever reward they pleased, and fbey said: "Let us be
** your boon companions as long as you and we live.1* He answered: ** That I
** grant jk> you/^These were the two boon companions whose reputation became
proverbial* It is said that they were Jadima's constant guests during forty years
and that they never, in, all ft^t period, repeated to him a story which they had
already told him. It is to them that Abji K^rfish the Hudailile (15) alludes in these
verses, taken from an elegy composed by him op his brother Orwa :

(The cdu^nniafor) says:   **I see that he disports himself since the death of Orwa;